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Personal Safety – Outside Broadcasts
Public Order/Civil Disturbance

No programme, piece of equipment or vehicle is worth a life. Where public disorder/civil disturbance is expected or possible, there must be at least two people in the team.

The team must: 

· Stick together: if any member exercises their right to withdraw, the situation must be re-assessed immediately. 

· Avoid conspicuous use of recording equipment. 

· Withdraw if their presence appears to be prolonging or intensifying a dangerous situation.  

· Stop recording if subjects appear to behave abnormally because of the presence of microphones. 

· Never, attempt an immediate reconstruction of an incident or episode. 

· Consider the advantages or disadvantages of travelling in an unmarked vehicle or one bearing the BBC’s logo or livery 

· Carefully consider the choices of where to locate any OB facility, particularly the siting of any BBC or OB vehicles.  Can it be located away from public view or public access, or away from a main thoroughfare?  If this is too secluded, is this in itself a potential problem?
· Consider the advantages or disadvantages of using equipment bearing the BBC’s logo, or even one marked as 'TV' or 'Radio'. 

· Withdraw immediately if firearms appear unexpectedly.

· Take cover or withdraw if armed persons prepare to fire. 

· Immediately withdraw or take cover if you come under attack. 

Violence and Terrorism
Violence can range from an air of intimidation, through abuse and threats, to actual physical attack causing injury or even death. The senior Sound Supervisor on site must assess the risks of violence and implement measures to reduce the risk and effects of attack.

Be aware of any potential for terrorism.  This threat can be enhanced by the BBC being associated with a political event, such as a meeting or rally, named politicians at a debate such as Any Questions, or perhaps attendance at a military or Royal event, such as the Festival of Remembrance or Trooping the Colour for example. 
 Be aware of recent news events where the BBC may in itself become a target, and of international events, raising the likelihood of terrorism attacks in the U.K and abroad.
If a gun or other dangerous weapon is produced unexpectedly, the crew must withdraw immediately. 

Stay Safe. Remember; ‘Run’, ‘Hide’, ‘Tell’; three key steps for keeping safe (see NPCC link below). 
Injuries (patent physical injury or shock/distress) arising out of violence, and "near-miss" incidents due to violence, must be reported following the procedure for any other accident or near miss.

The BBC has a Trauma Support Network of trained BBC staff who are able to support and advise colleagues before and after a traumatic deployment / assignment and assess whether professional help is required. They are trained in an approach called Trauma Risk Management (TRiM) which was pioneered in the UK Military.
BECTU - Requirements for potentially ‘high risk’ shows (nightclub recordings, for example)
1. Preview to be attended by relevant Radio Producer, Sound Supervisor and venue representative. This must address; access, venue security and working passes for the proposed event. 
2. Effective personal security to be provided by the Radio production.

3. No presence in booth during the show.

4. Secure inside control point or vehicle in secure area for mixing.

5. Individuals have the right to opt out of this strand on safety grounds.

6. Minimum of two OB staff at the event – NO ONE PERSON WORKING.

7. Radio Producer must be present during rehearsal and Tx/rec.

All the above provisions to be to the Sound Supervisors satisfaction, prior to the event.

For further information, also see;

· http://www.bbc.co.uk/safety/resources/aztopics/personal-security - Security on Location
· https://www.bbc.co.uk/safety/security/productions-on-location/ - Security for Productions
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/safety/health/trauma-support - Trauma Support information
· https://www.bbc.co.uk/safety/resources/aztopics/adventure-activities/ - Adventurous Activities
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/safety/safetyguides/highrisk/hostile-environments - High Risk Guidance
· http://bbc.co.uk/safety/resources/aztopics/lone-working - Lone Working advice
· Safety advice line 0330 411 0464;  email  safety@bbc.co.uk
