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m e d i a   r e l e a s e

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
RCO.P029
[INSERT DATE] 2005
· [INSERT TOWN HERE ie Leamington Spa] joins nationwide celebration of Bach at Christmas
[INSERT VENUE AND TOWN HERE ie St Peter’s Church in Leamington Spa] will join congregations and concert halls across the UK in a nationwide celebration of Johann Sebastian Bach’s Toccata and Fugue on Sunday 18th December 2005.
The ambitious celebration has been organised by BBC Radio 3 with the Royal College of Organists (RCO) as part of Radio 3’s 10-day broadcast event A Bach Christmas.
Organist [INSERT ORGANIST’S NAME AND VENUE ie James Smith at St Peter’s Church] will be playing Bach’s iconic Toccata and Fugue in D Minor [as part of the regular service / in a special performance (DELETE AS APPROPRIATE)] at [INSERT TIME OF PERFORMANCE].  
[He / she (DELETE AS APPROPRIATE)] said: “This is a magnificent piece of music and it’s a real honour to be part of this fantastic national celebration.
“I’m sure that everyone who attends will be extremely impressed with the drama and intensity of the piece.”

BBC Radio 3’s A Bach Christmas, the complete works of JS Bach, begins at 7pm on Friday 16th December and continues until the afternoon of Christmas Day.  Highlights will include well known works such as the Brandenburg Concertos and St Matthew Passion alongside the riches of Bach’s less familiar compositions, among them around 200 hundred cantatas and more than 20 hours of organ music.

Peter Wright, President of the RCO said:  “Bach’s Toccata and Fugue is one of his most famous pieces of music and is extremely popular with music enthusiasts of all ages.  The beauty of this celebration is that it will reach out to so many people across the length and breadth of the country.
“[INSERT VENUE ie St Peter’s Church] will play an integral part in making the celebration a success and I’m sure it will be an extremely popular with all the listeners.”

Roger Wright, Controller of BBC Radio 3 said: “Listeners have hugely enjoyed our recent composer seasons, in particular our record breaking Beethoven Experience, and we hope audiences will find A Bach Christmas – presented in the lead-up to Christmas 2005 – a real treat. Bach’s complete works will be set in context, performed by the with the leading musicians of our day and introduced by an extraordinary line-up of guests. A Bach Christmas is an excellent example of Radio 3’s unique output.”

ends 

Notes to Editors

1. The Royal College of Organists is an educational charity whose first objective is to “promote and advance the arts and practice of organ playing and choral direction; to set and maintain proper standards and to educate and promote study and research in such arts.” As well as having some 2,700 members based in 40 countries, it is the only organisation with a Royal Charter to be dedicated to the promotion and advancement of a single instrument, the pipe organ. Described by Mozart himself as “the king of the instruments”, the organ holds a unique place in world music with a tradition stretching back nearly two thousand years.
2. 
A Bach Christmas on BBC RADIO 3  from 7pm on Friday 16 December until 5pm on Sunday 25 December. Schedule information about A Bach Christmas will be available online at bbc.co.uk/radio3. 

Media Contacts

For more information about this press release, please contact:  [INSERT CONTACT NAME, TELEPHONE NUMBER AND EMAIL IF AVAILABLE.]
For more information about the Royal College of Organists, please contact:  Tom Grocott at Leader Communications. tel: 01564 796200  mob: 07843 341023 email: tg@leader.co.uk 

For more information about ‘A Bach Christmas’. please contact:  BBC Radio 3 Press Office. tel: 020 7765 4934 email: linda.siemon@bbc.co.uk
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