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THE LEGACY OF SLAVERY : THE COST OF FREEDOM

Peter Herbert, the current Chair of the Society is giving a lecture today at the British library at 2 pm on the legacy of slavery. The discussion will be shown on www.bbc.co.uk/london and will also be broadcast on The Sunday Night Special', on Sunday 25 March 2007 between 8pm and 10pm.

Introduction

A personal history repeated 24 million times and leading to the international diaspora from Columbia to Curacao and from Namibia to the Netherlands.

Abolition
William Wilberforce did not believe in equal treatment for all and almost certainly practiced racism himself and even voted against the Haitian revolution led by Toussaint L’Ouverture. There was not even the adoption of the Apartheid theology of “different but equal” His, like many others was a fundamental Christian view which did not mean self determination or any form of compensation for slavery or a return to Africa. 
“When members  and friends of the African and Asian Society dined at a tavern in 1816, with Wilberforce in the Chair, the token Africans and Asians invited to the gathering were separated from the other guest by a screen set across one end of the room. The Abolition movement assumed that once the trade had been stopped that slavery itself would just cease without further struggle. 
The consequences were however that slavery in the colonies led to the forced breeding and rape of countless Africans to make up the numbers and an increased brutality to suppress the growing number of rebellions.

No 40 acres and a Mule!
Whether in the aftermath of slavery being abolished in 1833 or in the aftermath of the American Civil war there was no compensation for those enslaved and abused for generations. No institution helped re- unite families or provide land upon which to gain any economic independence so subsistence farming and indentured labour was the norm.
The Slavery of Exploitation  
The back to African movements entertained by Frederick Douglas but advocated by Marcus Garvey followed the resurgence of white power in the Southern states which led to the laws of segregation and lynching which continued the policy of segregation that was emanated in the British Empire and throughout the colonial world.
Slavery may have largely ended in the Caribbean and in the United States but continued for many years in Brazil and in the Arab world until almost the turn of the century. The economic exploitation of Africa continued apace with the Scramble for Africa being a green light which began in earnest with the Congress of Berlin in 1882 where Europe carved up Africa.  Slavery may have ended but was simply replaced by colonial oppression and domination which took over with a vengeance.

The Catholic and Protestant Church once staunch advocates of slavery swapped the overseers whip for the bible but still practiced the doctrine of inferiority. The French called it their “Mission Civiltrice” and whilst missionaries like Livingstone made great strides against both racism and slavery he was the exception rather than the rule. It is estimated that the Belgians under King Leopold led to the deaths of some 14 million Congolese between 1870 and 1914 when his mandate ended.  The Germans on Namibia hunted the Bushmen as if they were animals whist in the old Tanganyika the Germans hung Africans on a regular basis in the old prison in Arusha until 1914.  Bishop Tutu famously said, “they gave is the bible and took our land”.
The World Wars

Prior to the First World War the Pan African Congress met in London with the founders of the Indian Congress party to discuss the anti colonial struggle and many fought in the mistaken believe that fighting the Kaiser in Africa or on the killing fields of Europe would lead to their emancipation. The race riots in 19919 in South Shields, Cardiff, Bristol and Liverpool heard the old cries of racism grow repeated in the Times leading to the deportation of many ex soldiers back to the Caribbean.

The Anti-Colonial struggle
The Second World war did not lead immediately to freedom and self determination but again had to be fought for Kenya, Mozambique, Algeria and eventually I the old Rhodesia, South west Africa and of course in South Africa itself.
Racism: the ideological justification for Slavery.
The rational of slavery and our primary legacy has been the ideological  consequence of having to treat a people of a different ethnic group as not only inferior but sub-human in order to justify enslavement and then colonialism.

Victims and perpetrators have both suffered from the consequences:
Victims 

· Low Self Esteem

· A removal of cultural identity

· A loss of musical tradition and the oral tradition

· A loss of language

· A loss of religion

· A deeply rooted trauma passed on from generation to generation that accepted untold brutality and emotional damage to families as the norm.
· The culture of having to rely on short term relationships with children left who may never be seen again

· Men who could not act in that role and women for whom sexual exploitation was the norm.
· A lack of self respect and the internalization of racism
· For the Perpetrators

· The adoption of racist stereotypes, as violent, dishonest, lazy, stupid.
· The personal fear of African people in general, stop and search, racial profiling, immigration fears, AIDS and disease generally attributed to  us.
· The need to segregate and the believe in the concept of racial superiority from Jack Crow Laws to Jack Johnson to the Conservative Party of Great Britain.

· The Rodney King syndrome, the Joy Gardner mindset,

The Future
The politics of race and immigration, Fortress Europe, the continued exploitation of Africa but the dynamism of a resistant culture which has created the consciousness of the world. Nelson Mandela, Bob Marley, Paul Robeson, Aretha Franklin, Barak Obama., Colin Powell, the late Bernie Grant  M.P..
Peter Herbert

National Chairperson

Society of Black Lawyers

Room 9, Winchester House, 11 Cranmer Road, Kennington Park, London SW9 6EJ, England


Telephone: +44 (0) 171 735 6592  Facsimile: +44 (0) 171 820 1389  Email: National-Office@sbl-hq.freeserve.co.uk





Funded by: Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust (JRCT), Barrow Cadbury Charitable Trust (BCCT), Churches Commission on Racial Justice (CCRJ)


Affiliated to: The National Bar Association (NBA), USA
















