
BBC Learning  
 
Industry Briefing 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
17th April 2013 



 
• Sixth session to share plans and future thinking 

 
• Two sessions will be held today: 

 
o Session 1 – aimed at educational publishers and 

distributors 
 

o Session 2 – commissioning meeting for BBC suppliers 
 

Welcome and Introduction 



Agenda 

Timing Agenda Item Speaker 

11.30am Introduction and Welcome 
Learning Update 

Saul Nassé – Controller, BBC Learning 

The Knowledge and 
Learning Product 

Chris Sizemore – Executive Editor, BBC 
Learning 
Ian Myatt – Head of Product, Knowledge 
and Learning 
Sinéad Rocks – Creative Director, BBC 
Learning 

Formal Learning Online Sinéad Rocks – Creative Director, BBC 
Learning 

Television and Learning 
Fund Commissioning 

Abigail Appleton – Head of 
Commissioning, BBC Learning 

Linking-Out Rachel Fraser – Policy and Public Affairs 
Manager, BBC Learning 

Finance Saul Nassé – Controller, BBC Learning 

1.00pm Q&A 
Lunch 

All 



Learning Update 
 
Saul Nassé – Controller, BBC Learning 
 



Learning Update 

Stargazing 
Live 

The Lingo 
Show 

Bitesize 
French 

The Crash 

Bang Goes 
the Theory 



The Knowledge and Learning Product 
 
Chris Sizemore – Executive Editor, BBC Learning 
Ian Myatt – Head of Product, Knowledge and Learning 
Sinéad Rocks - Creative Director, BBC Learning 

 



Moving from portfolio to product… 



Key themes from K&L 

Curriculum Topical Concepts Interactives 

Responsive 

Personal 



Progress so far… 



Release 1 – 18th April  

 
• 1500 video clips categorised by UK curricula 

 
• Mostly secondary and limited number of primary 

 
• Release 1 demo 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.live.bbc.co.uk/education


Curriculum Ontology 



Curriculum Ontology 



Curriculum Ontology 



Curriculum Ontology 



Curriculum Ontology 

• Two key elements of the Curriculum Ontology: 

– Programme of Study = Level + Subject 

– Topic of Study = Programme of Study + Topics 



Curriculum Ontology 

 

• Aims to: 

o Provide a model of the national curricula across the UK 

o Organise learning resources, e.g. video clips and revision 
content 

o Allow users to discover content via the national curricula 

 

• Will be available: 

o Under a creative commons licence 

o For anyone who wishes to use it 

 



























Subsequent releases 

Q2 2013 
 

• Refresh of genre 
indexes and 
topical articles 

• Browse-by-
curriculum 
website ready 
for content 

 
 
 
 
Content featured: 
• Topical articles 
• Approx 2,000 

short form AV 
(Class Clips) 
 

Q3 2013 
 

• Revision bites 
added to browse 
by curriculum 
website 

• Continued 
development work 
on interactives 

 
 
 
 
Content featured: 
• New content for 

national 4 &5 
• Initial batch of 

content migrated 
from Bitesize 
 

Q4 2013 
 

• Initial batch of 
interactives released 

• K&L homepage 
launched 

• New branding 
introduced 

 
 
 
 
 
Content featured: 
• Initial batch of 

interactives primarily 
around WW1 

• Continued migration 
of Bitesize 
 

Beyond 
 

• Organisation of 
content around 
real world 
concepts of 
people, places 
and events 

• Product wider 
binder and user 
dashboard 
functionality 

 
Content featured: 
• Continued 

migration of 
content from 
across portfolio 
 



Connected Studio 



Connected Studio 

 

• Overview of format: 

 

o Brief published on BBC Online 

o Creative Studio 

o Build Studio 

o Prototype 

o Evaluation 

 



Connected Studio 



Knowledge and Learning Product Commissions 

 
 
 

• A content format innovation piece around history and games 
was commissioned after last industry event 
 

• Expecting to commission two content innovation pieces this 
year via bbc.co.uk/commissioning 
 



Formal Learning Online 
 
Sinéad Rocks - Creative Director, BBC Learning 

 



Bitesize 

 
 

 
2012/13: 
 
• KS3 MFL (French) videos – Angel Eye 

 
• KS3 Shakespeare videos & animations – Once Were Farmers, 

Something Else, Savvy 
 

• Infographics for Shakespeare, MFL and RS – We Are 20-20, 
D8, Mr B & Friends 
 

• Infographics for new product ; 3,800 delivered so far 



Bitesize 

 
 

 
2013/14: 
 
• Ongoing Infographics commissions 

 
• Additional infographics for National 4&5 
 
• Content for Scotland Nationals – video content around 

literature set texts 



Schools 

 
 

 
2012/13: 

 
• Literacy – made by Splinter in Liverpool. Aimed at KS1.  

 
• Numeracy – made by Fish in a Bottle in Leamington Spa. KS1/2. 

 
• ICT – made by Fish in a Bottle. Mainly KS1, but also includes an 

updated version of the ever popular Dance Mat Typing – which 
could be used by both KS1 & KS2. 
 
 

2013/14: 
 

• Identifying gaps in content likely to be small interactives and 
resources for teachers to use on the whiteboard (eg 
infographics/explainer video or animation).  
 

• Science is the next big priority for KS1/2  
 



Adult Skills 

 
 

2012/13: 
  
• Job Skills – printable learning content taking a functional skills 

approach to literacy and numeracy (Splinter) 
 

• Prototype Apprenticeships content - R&D commission exploring 
how literacy/numeracy content may be structured for independent 
learners, using apprenticeships subject matter (Illumina)  
 

• Additional content to support Rip Off Britain 
 

2013 /14: 
 
• Publish new Job Skills content in Skillswise 

 
• In development – Functional Skills for Apprenticeships 

 
• In development – prototypes for Adult Skills 

 
• Preparing Skillswise content for K&L migration 



Television and Learning Fund Commissioning 
 
Abigail Appleton – Head of Commissioning, BBC 
Learning 

 



Television  and Learning Fund  Commissioning 

ABI/KATY PROVIDING CONTENT 
FOR SLIDES 

 
• Key commissioning themes 

 
• Commissioning opportunities: 

 
o The Learning Fund 
o Co-commissioning Daytime 
o Co-commissioning BBC Three 
o Co-commissioning Knowledge 
o The Learning Zone 



Key Commissioning Themes 

ABI/KATY PROVIDING CONTENT 
FOR SLIDES 

 
Aim to create, connect and magnify powerful opportunities for 
Learning 
 
• Enhance existing commissions 

 
• Develop and co-commission original ideas 

 
• Open to ideas across general learning 

 
• Ideas that inspire and connect to knowledge and skills 

development beyond a programme 

 



Priority Subjects 

ABI/KATY PROVIDING CONTENT 
FOR SLIDES 

 
• Literacy 

 
• Numeracy 

 
• Science and health 

 
• Work Skills 

 
• Media Literacy 

 
• Formal Learning 

 
 

 



The Learning Fund 

ABI/KATY PROVIDING CONTENT 
FOR SLIDES 

 
Recent investment: 
 
• BBC One – Britain’s Big Wildlife Revival 
• CBeebies – Magic Hands 
• Radio 2 – 500 Words 
 
The Learning Fund: 
 
• Ambitious ideas with the potential to become larger seasons 
• Ideas that use broadcast talent in the learning content 
• Ideas that support wider BBC objectives as well as delivering 

learning outcomes 
 
 
 

 



Co-Commissioning 

ABI/KATY PROVIDING CONTENT 
FOR SLIDES 

 
• Co-Commissioning Daytime 

 
• Co-Commissioning BBC Three 

 
• Co-Commissioning Knowledge 

 

 
 
 
 

 



BBC Two – Learning Zone 

ABI/KATY PROVIDING CONTENT 
FOR SLIDES 

 
• Programmes available for one week on iPlayer and then clips 

available online 
 

• Recent reversions include: 
 
o Primary: 

 Neil Oliver's Vikings  
 Lion TV's Egypt, Valley of the Kings  

 
o Secondary: 

 Brian Cox's Wonders of Life 
 Dan Snow's Railways  
 Space Dive  

 
 
 



BBC Two – Learning Zone 

ABI/KATY PROVIDING CONTENT 
FOR SLIDES 

 
• Recent Commissions: 

 
o Primary: 

 What Makes Me Me (philosophy) 
 

o Secondary: 
 Just A Few Drinks 

 
• New Briefs: 

 
o Animated history of Britain up to 1700 for primary schools 
o Poetry  

 
 
 



Linking-Out 
 
Rachel Fraser – Policy and Public Affairs Manager,  
BBC Learning 

 



Linking-Out - Process 

 
 

Complete 
proforma 

Assessed 
against 
criteria 

Added to 
database 

Selected by 
Editorial 
Teams 



Finance 
 
Saul Nassé – Controller, BBC Learning 
 



Finance 

 
 

10/11 Actual 11/12 Actual 12/13 Actual 13/14 Forcast 

Adults 

Adult Skills 1.2 1.2 0.5 

Languages 0.6 0.6 0.2 

Media Literacy 0.2 0.1 0.3 

Ouch 0.3 0.0 0.0 

Total Adults 2.3 1.9 1.0 

5-19s 

Bitesize ¹ 2.1 2.5 2.7 

Blast 0.6 0.0 0.0 

Teachers/Parents/ Class Clips 2.8 2.5 1.6 

TV Support Projects 0.2 0.1 0.6 

Total 5-19s 5.6 5.1 5.0 

Total Formal 7.9 7.0 5.9 5.0 

Total Informal 4.6 3.7 

Total Product Development 2.0 1.0 

FM Spend² 4.0 net 3.6 net 

Total K&L Product 16.5 13.3 

¹Includes Infographics 
spend 
 
²Excludes central 
management costs 
 

NB: Figures for 
12/13 have been 
taken from the draft 
12/13 accounts. 
They will be 
updated, if required 
for any changes 
arising from audit of 
the BBC’s Annual 
Report and 
Accounts 



Q&A 
 
 


