
German Factfile 1 

greetings and introductions 

Learn with television 

Talk German: Programme 1 

Get to know the Bavarians, their culture 
and history, and discover why Munich is 
often called the most northerly city of 
Italy. Find out how to introduce yourself 
and your companions in formal and 
informal situations 

Talk German is repeated regularly on 
BBC Learning Zone (BBC Two). Find the 
details on www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone, 
then video the programmes to watch at 
your leisure.   

Learn online 
www.bbc.co.uk/languages/german   

German Steps Stage 1: Introducing yourself 

Join Andrea Hoffmann at Berlin airport as she 
meets a new colleague. Watch the slideshow, do 
the activities, read about the range of greetings 
used in different parts of Germany and check out 
the links to sites of interest.  

Talk German: Greet people & say your name 

Watch video clips of people meeting in both 
informal and business situations, read the 
transcript, then do the activities and check your 
progress.  

Learning hint   

Open a magazine at random and use the pictures to practise German 
greetings – you can usually tell from the background and the way people 
are dressed what time of day it is. Don’t confine yourself to greeting them: 
practise asking how they are – be formal or informal depending on the 
picture – then introduce yourself and think of how they would reply. You’ll 
find it a help when you come to do it for real.  

 

Key language 

Guten Morgen Good morning 

Guten Tag Good day/ afternoon 

Guten Abend Good evening  

Grüβ Gott Hello (in Southern Germany) 

Wie geht’s dir? How are you? (informal) 

Wie geht es Ihnen? How are you? (formal) 

gut Very well 

danke Thank you 

auch Also 
 

 
 
Mein Name ist My name is 

Ich heiβe I’m called 

Ich bin I am 

Sind Sie ...? Are you ...? 

Das ist This is  

Freut mich Pleased to meet you 

Auf Wiedersehen Goodbye 

Tschüss See you 

 

Quiz  

1. How would you greet Dr Müller at 9 am? 

2. You overhear one woman say to another Hallo Renate. Wie geht’s? Do they know each 
other well? 

3. Would someone say bis bald when they’ve just arrived or when they’re leaving? 

4. How would you introduce your companion Mrs Thomas?  

5. Someone says to you Danke, gut. Und Ihnen? What was your question? 

6. What do you say in reply to Freut mich? 

Answers on www.bbc.co.uk/languages/german/answers.shtml 
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