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shopping for food 

Learn with television 

Talk French: Programme 5  
See how to get the best buys in the fish market in 
Marseille and what fruit and vegetables are in 
season in Aix-en-Provence.  

French Experience: Programme 5 
Find out how to get by in a bakery, a greengrocer’s 
and a delicatessen and learn some surprising facts 
about food shopping in France.  

Both series are repeated regularly on BBC Learning 
Zone (BBC Two). Check out the details on 
www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone and video the 
programmes to watch at your leisure.   

Learn online 

www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french  

French Steps 
Stage 3: Shopping for food 
Join Hakim M’Barek as he goes food 
shopping. Watch the slideshow and do 
the activities, then read all about food in 
France and check out the links to sites of 
interest.  

Talk French: Shopping 
Plenty of practice in shopping for mouth-
watering food in preparation for your 
visit to France.   

Learning hint   

The simplest strategies for learning new words are often the most effective. The 
act of writing words down really helps to make them stick in the mind. Where 
food is concerned, you could make your food shopping list in French. Another 
simple strategy is to write the names of foodstuffs on sticky labels and attach 
them to packets, containers, bottles and the fridge door for a few days.   

Key language 

Qu’est-ce que vous désirez? Can I help you? 

Je voudrais I’d like 

Ça, qu’est-ce que c’est? What’s this/that? 

Et avec ceci? Anything else? 

Comme ça? Like that? 

Oui, ça va  Yes, that’s fine 

Combien en voulez-vous? How much do you 
want? 

C’est tout, merci That’s all, thanks 

Ça fait combien? How much is it? 

 

Useful vocabulary 

du pain complet some wholemeal bread 

des artichauts some artichokes 

une barquette de fraises a punnet of 
strawberries 

une demi-douzaine d’oeufs half a dozen 
eggs 

une part de pizza a slice of pizza 

un kilo de… a kilo of… 

un litre de… a litre of… 

un morceau de… a piece of… 

 

Quiz  

1. What’s fromage de chèvre? 

2. Which of these are you not likely to find in a fruit salad: des cerises, du melon, des 
pommes de terre, un poivron, des raisins? 

3. Decide whether du or des is the word for ‘some’ with these items: __ pain; __ fromage: 
__ légumes; __ vin; __ oeufs  

4. How would you say ‘I’d like a bottle of red wine’ in French? 

5. And how would you ask for a dozen eggs? 

6. If you’ve bought all you want, how would you reply to Et avec ceci?   

Answers on www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/answers.shtml 

 


