David Hendy explores the BBC Oral History Collection 
The thing that is most exciting about oral history is that even though you have other resources to go on when telling history – archives, written records, memoirs and so on, the oral history gets straight to the personalities. A lot of history is of course about policies and about institutions and about structures, but it is also about people and understanding who these people are, what makes them tick, why they took certain decisions, and what was involved in those decisions is I think very revealing and also how they speak as well. If you listen to Grace Wyndham Goldie for the first time you're very struck by this cut glass accent and that says something about what the BBC was like at a certain point in its history. You can hear a tone of voice. You can hear, perhaps in some speakers, regrets or pride or frustration. That tone of voice, how they tell the story is important I think to us understanding their motivation and some of the decision making that goes on - the hidden wiring of broadcasting history. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the great founders of Sussex (University) was Asa Briggs - the first official historian of the BBC. And, since his time at Sussex, we’ve had a strong tradition through having Mass Observation archives – of an interest in life history,  in oral history, in interdisciplinary approaches to all kinds of social history. And, adding to that now we're launching what is called the Sussex humanity's lab, which is designed to be a leading centre for using digital techniques to open up archives in creative and interesting ways. So it seems to us that the time is right, and we've got the means to open up these archives in a way which will not just be historically interesting, but hopefully of wide interest.
