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Year of the Volunteer 2005 - Environment month

Osprey volunteers mount 

24-hour nest watch
An award winning team of 70 volunteers in the Lake District are keeping watch over three osprey eggs at Bassenthwaite Lake.

The Lake District Osprey Project revealed that a third egg was spotted in the nest a few days ago. 

The devoted group of volunteers began their 24-hour-surveillance operation as soon as the female osprey laid her first egg.

The eggs are due to hatch later this month and by then the nest protection volunteers will have clocked up over 2000 hours of intense surveillance of the ospreys. Working round the clock from a basic hut at a secret location near the nest, their job is to safeguard the birds from egg thieves and prevent disturbance to the rare birds.  

At the public viewpoints nearby, other volunteers will donate a further 3500 hours of their time to supporting the osprey project during the season.

It's the sort of initiative being encouraged by Volunteering England and CSV who have launched “Year of the Volunteer 2005”, a campaign to get people active in their communities by offering a little of their time to help out.

They are promoting volunteering as a force for change, both for the individual and the community.  This month has been designated as Environment month.

Patti Thoumine, one of the nest protection volunteers, says:

“I love being a volunteer on the Osprey Project.  When you are there at four in the morning and you are the only people that can see these beautiful birds you feel really privileged.”

Fellow volunteer Bill Ireland says volunteering has changed his life.

“I’m retired and coming here to watch these beautiful birds gives me something to look forward to on a Monday morning.

“There’s also great camaraderie among the volunteers. It’s very sociable and I’ve made many friends.”

It’s been a tense start to the year for the osprey project team after the nest, which the ospreys have visited since 2001, was destroyed by winter gales. It had to be completely rebuilt to make sure it was ready for the birds’ arrival in April.

And then it was feared that the relationship between the ospreys was under threat due to the arrival of a new male bird, but after he disappeared the happy couple soon made up.

Nathan Fox, of the Lake District Osprey Project, said: “It has been an anxious time but thanks to the volunteers the chicks have the best possible chance of hatching safely. 

“Last year they put in more than 6000 hours, and I’m sure it will be even more this year. Their dedication is simply amazing and it is thanks to their support each year, day and night, that the osprey project in Cumbria has been so successful.”

In December the Lake District Osprey Project volunteers won the Tourism Team of the Year in the Cumbria Tourism Skills Awards.

The Lake District Osprey Project team – a partnership of The Forestry Commission and the RSPB supported by the Lake District National Park Authority – is providing opportunities for everyone to keep an eye on the Bassenthwaite ospreys throughout the summer.

A public viewpoint is now open at the Forestry Commission’s Dodd Wood near Keswick, where osprey project staff and volunteers set up telescopes between 10am and 5pm daily for visitors to watch the action as part of the RSPB’s Aren’t Birds Brilliant! initiative. 

At the Whinlatter Visitor Centre, near Braithwaite, pictures beamed from the nest are screened on a giant videowall, where more volunteers are on hand to answer questions about the birds.

Pictures from a camera overlooking the nest can be seen online at www.ospreywatch.co.uk and www.bbc.co.uk/cumbria
For more information on volunteering with initiatives such as the Osprey Project see www.rspb.org.uk/volunteering.  More information about Year of the Volunteer is available at www.volunteering.org.uk.

Ends

For further information contact:

Paul Gardner, Osprey Communications, on 07766 906561 or David Hirst, RSPB North of England Region on 0191 2334321 or 07885 834889

Additional notes:

The Lake District Osprey Viewpoint at the Forestry Commission’s Dodd Wood gives open-air viewing of the birds and will reopen on Monday 11 April.  It is located, 3 miles north of Keswick, off the A591 – follow signs to Mirehouse.  The Viewpoint is open all daylight hours.  Between 10 am and 5 pm, the osprey project information team are on hand with telescopes for visitors to use.  Pictures from the nestcam are shown on a videowall at the FC’s Whinltter Visitor Centre, near Braithwaite.
For the latest news about the Lake District Osprey Project click on www.ospreywatch.co.uk or ‘phone 017687 78469.

The Bassenthwaite ospreys re-colonised England naturally in 2001 as part of a population expansion in Scotland, following the return of ospreys there in the 1950s after an absence of more than 50 years.  It was the first time that ospreys had nested in the Lake District for at least 150 years.

Bassenthwaite Lake has been owned and managed by the Lake District National Park Authority since 1979 and is now a National Nature Reserve.

Aren't birds brilliant! (ABB) is a series of events run by the RSPB all over the UK.  It gives everyone the chance to get really close to some of the most exciting birds in Britain.  ABB schemes operate away from RSPB reserves, in partnership with other organisations including the Forestry Commission.  Some schemes are small while others, such as the Lake District Osprey project, may have contact with thousands of people over a season.  For information about other Aren't birds brilliant! sites, visit www.rspb.org.uk or phone 01767 680551.

