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OSPREY CHICK HAT TRICK

FIRST PHOTOS OF LAKES OSPREY CHICKS

A health check-up of the three Lake District osprey chicks has taken place successfully this morning (Wednesday 5 July), with wildlife experts scaling the nest tree in Wythop Forest near Keswick for their first visit to see the chicks.

The three chicks - believed to be a female and two males - were also photographed for the first time and pictures are available in digital format – contact David Hirst at the RSPB on 0191 2334321/ 07885 834889.

It’s the first time that the Bassenthwaite ospreys have hatched out three chicks and at dawn this morning the triplets were carefully lowered from their treetop nest, so that representatives of the Lake District Osprey Project could check on the progress of the birds, which are now just over five weeks old.  The team were delighted to find that the young ospreys are growing rapidly on a diet of fresh fish brought in by the diligent parents.  The young ospreys are expected to take their first flight towards the end of this month.

The Lake District Osprey Project is a partnership between The Forestry Commission and the RSPB, with the support of the Lake District National Park Authority.

Graeme Prest of the Lake District Osprey Project who was present at this morning’s health-check said:  “We are thrilled that for the first time these special birds have three healthy chicks in the nest.  It was a privilege to have the opportunity to see the young ospreys at close quarters and to see how fast they have grown in just five weeks.  The health-check was over very quickly and the chicks were quickly returned to the nest, where the adults will continue to feed them for several more weeks.

The Project team are delighted that two of the chicks are probably males.  Male ospreys are most likely to return to their place of birth, giving hope that the youngsters may return to nest in Cumbria in the future.

Graeme added: “We are now looking forward to the special day when these young ospreys make their first flight.  To have a family of five ospreys flying over Bassenthwaite will be a real red-letter day for the Project and an amazing sight for visitors to our viewpoints.”

As part of a national monitoring programme to learn more about ospreys, the chicks were ‘ringed’ and this will help identify the birds if they return to the Lake District.  The young ospreys were fitted with a green ‘colour ring’ on their legs and this will identify the birds if they are seen on migration between Cumbria and their wintering quarters in Africa.  The female has the unique number GreenXU (and weighed in at 1.585kg), the males Green5Y and Green5Z (both weighed 1.36kg)

The osprey family are drawing the crowds to Cumbria and more than 52,200 people have already visited the Osprey Viewpoints at Dodd Wood and the Forestry Commission’s Whinlatter Visitor Centre.

A public viewpoint is open at the Forestry Commission’s Dodd Wood near Keswick, where osprey project staff set up telescopes between 10am and 5pm daily for visitors to watch the action as part of the RSPB’s Aren’t Birds Brilliant! initiative.  Everyone is welcome at the viewpoint.

At the FC’s Whinlatter Visitor Centre, near Braithwaite, pictures beamed from the nest are screened on a giant videowall.

Pictures from a camera overlooking the nest can also be seen online at www.ospreywatch.co.uk and www.bbc.co.uk/cumbria
The Bassenthwaite ospreys re-colonised England naturally in 2001 as part of a population expansion from Scotland, where numbers have been increasing since the first pair returned to the Highlands in the 1950s.  It was the first time that ospreys had nested in the Lake District for at least 150 years.
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For further information or to arrange an interview, contact:

David Hirst: 0191 2334321/Mobile: 07885 834889

Where to watch Lakeland’s ospreys:

· A public Osprey Viewpoint at the Forestry Commission’s Dodd Wood near Keswick gives open-air viewing of the nest from across the Lake.  It is located, 3 miles north of Keswick off the A591 – follow signs to Mirehouse.  The Viewpoint is open all daylight hours and from 10am-5pm osprey project staff are on hand with telescopes for visitors to use.  Access for disabled visitors is available using a specially equipped minibus – call 0789 9818421 to book.

· Live images from a camera overlooking the ospreys’ nest can be seen on screen at the Forestry Commission’s Whinlatter Visitor, located west of Braithwaite on the B5292.

· Nest cam pictures, a regularly up-dated “osprey diary”, details of viewing arrangements and public transport information and are on the Lake District Osprey Project website: www.ospreywatch.co.uk and on the BBC Cumbria website at www.bbc.co.uk/cumbria
Additional information:

1. The Osprey is a dramatic, fish eating bird of prey with a five-foot wingspan.  Its return to Scotland in the late 1950s after a century of extinction as a British breeding bird is one of the great conservation success stories of the 20th century.

2. The return of ospreys to the Lakes in 2001 was the culmination of several years work to encourage ospreys to nest in the Lakes.  The Forestry Commission and the National Park Authority have erected a number of artificial nest platforms, and it was on one of these that the ospreys decided to breed.  

3. Bassenthwaite Lake has been owned and managed by the Lake District National Park Authority since 1979 and is now a National Nature Reserve.
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