LAKES-BORN OSPREY LANDS IN NORWAY
An osprey raised at Bassenthwaite Lake in Cumbria in 2004 has been found safe and well – and living in Norway, the Lake District Osprey Project announced today (1 August 2007).  It’s the first time that there has been definite news of any of the young ospreys that have flown from the famous Lake District nest.
It was a lucky chance when Bjørn Einrem took a photograph of an osprey near his holiday home in western Norway this summer.  When he looked at the photograph (attached), he realised that the bird had a green colour ring ‘5S’ on its leg.  Bjørn realised that the colour ring must have been placed on the bird when it was a chick and would reveal its history.  An international hunt to track down the origins of the bird eventually led Bjørn to Pete Davies in the Lake District, who was amazed to discover that the osprey was the one born in Cumbria in 2004.
The bird – ‘Green 5S’ – was the fifth chick to be reared by the pair of ospreys that started breeding near Bassenthwaite Lake in 2001 and one of the ten young ospreys that have successfully flown from the Lake District nest.  The Lake District Osprey Project team have always hoped that some of the chicks would survive their perilous early years and return to nest 
Young ospreys migrate to West Africa where they remain for a couple of years.  If they survive, they migrate north again in search of a breeding territory.  However, instead of returning to England, Green 5S has headed for the Rogaland region of Norway, and taken up residence near Økstra.  It is not yet known whether Green5S is nesting in Norway.  The Osprey project team believed that Green5S was probably a female when it was ringed as a chick in 2004.  Male ospreys are more likely to return to the area where they were born, while females are less site faithful.
Pete Davies of the Lake District Osprey Project said:  “This is very exciting news and we are delighted to know that one of the young ospreys reared in the Lake District has made it to adulthood and has returned to northern Europe.  We’re obviously a bit disappointed that Green 5S didn’t come back to the Lake District but hopefully it’s only a matter of time before one of the other chicks returns to its birthplace.  After all, birds don’t recognise international borders and the main thing is that an English born osprey has helped increase the European population of these beautiful and fascinating birds.”
The sighting of Green 5S in Scandinavia raises the possibility that other chicks born in the Lake District could be nesting elsewhere in Europe.
In 2001, a pair of ospreys re-colonised the Lake District naturally as part of a population expansion from Scotland, where numbers have been increasing since the first pair returned to the Highlands in the 1950s.  The first birds to nest in Scotland were ironically probably of Scandinavian origin.  Up until this year, the same pair of ospreys had subsequently returned to Bassenthwaite Lake every year.  However, this spring the original female bird did not return, but to the delight of the Project team (and the male osprey!) a new female has taken over the nest.  The pair is rearing three chicks this year, which could fly from the nest any day now.  The Lake District Osprey Project partnership provide public viewing facilities near Keswick where people can watch the birds.
The Lake District Osprey Project is a partnership between The Forestry Commission, the RSPB and the Lake District National Park Authority.
