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Ospreys get a nice little nest egg from local brewery

The Lake District Osprey Project has welcomed a £1,000 nest egg from Jennings Brewery.

The donation follows the success of Fish King, a new ale launched by the Cockermouth brewery in the summer.  The beer celebrates the famous Bassenthwaite ospreys, which re-colonised England in 2001 after a gap of more than 150 years.

Nathan Fox from the Lake District Osprey Project, who accepted the cheque, from Jennings says: “The Osprey Project relies a great deal on the help we get from volunteers and the support of the three organisations involved.  We need to spend thousands of pounds each year to keep the Project running - from operating the 24 hour guard on the nest to providing free public viewing. So we are delighted with this donation from Jennings.”

About 100,000 visits are made each summer to the special viewpoints set up near Keswick by the Lake District Osprey Project, a partnership between the Forestry Commission and the RSPB, with the support of the Lake District National Park Authority.

This year the pair of adult ospreys successfully raised two chicks and it is believed that all four birds are now wintering in Africa.  The adult ospreys should return to Cumbria next spring but it may be a few years before we see the return of the young ospreys as the birds normally start to breed when they are 3 years old.

Gaynor Green, the Marketing Manager at Jennings, says: “As a local brewer, Jennings likes to link its brands with local attractions and events.  The Lake District ospreys have inspired many people over the last four and a half years so it seemed only fitting to make our latest beer a tribute to these very special birds.  

“Like the ospreys, Fish King has been a great success, proving to be one of our most popular seasonal beers.”

The Forestry Commission’s Whinlatter Visitor Centre near Braithwaite is open all year round.  Since the ospreys left for the winter, a compilation of highlights from the nest cam footage is shown along with live images from a red squirrel feeder.
For further information about the Lake District Osprey Project or to arrange an interview, please contact:

Paul Gardner, Osprey Communications, on 07766 906561

David Hirst, RSPB North of England Region on 0191 2334321 or 07885 834889

For further information about Jennings or to arrange an interview, please contact:
Lisa Ridgeway at Vital P.R. Tel: 01926 338811

Additional notes:

1. The osprey viewing at Dodd Wood is one of the RSPB’s Aren't birds brilliant! (ABB) events.  ABB events give everyone the chance to get really close to some of the most exciting birds in Britain.  ABB schemes operate in partnership with other organisations including the Forestry Commission.  Some schemes are small while others, such as the Lake District Osprey project, may have contact with thousands of people over a season.  For information about other Aren't birds brilliant! sites, visit www.rspb.org.uk or phone 01767 680551.

2. Bassenthwaite Lake has been owned and managed by the Lake District National Park Authority since 1979 and is now a National Nature Reserve.
