"HLUE PETER® RAILWAY LAY-OUFTS AND SCENERY

¥We hope that this leaflet will be of some help to
you in getting the saxizus amount of en t from your
model railway, We have divided it into e main
sections = The Baseboard, Track-laying and Wiring and
Scenery Construction, .it the end, ¢ is also a sectiom
on our own "Blue Peter® lay-out, #

Ifmroguiro.uﬂlnfnrllﬂmﬂ:miihtﬂ'nhumlﬂih
ve about railway modelling ‘Ill:g:lt—thltj‘wllklt
al model shop for the "Rail
Should you have any d:.fticulty':{mm them, you can write direct
to Peco Limited, Pecoway, Station Road, Seatom, Devon. The
booka cost 15p each plus pestage and packing.

THE BASEBOARD

When you first got your model railway, you probably started
b{hﬁn;nautmthiﬂmrmnmmmt will find
it easier to put your lay-out om to a baseboard, is will
prevent fluff froa carpets becoming entangled in the wheels and
motors of your rol stock and engines, as well as grumbles
from the rest of the family!

It is most important to bhave a strong, rigid baseboard so
that you can ensure the smooth of your trains, The
framework should be made up of 50 x 20 ==, planed timber and the
tupnmr:-d either with 12 sm, wood fibre insulatiom board or
IE‘M“]‘

If you are going to have the lay-out in your bedroom and are
ing to need to dismantle it during term time, it is easler if
t is made up of separate tabletops, The ldeal aize for esach
unit is 1.2 x 6 metres, FIGURE 1 shows the way to make one of
these units, The timber is butt-jointed and then glued and
“nd-uw' We used Evostik Resin ¥W glue and 50 mm, No,8 countersunk
WO crews,

boted :nuring
a ,rfnf-

TOn1S mem hm'bq " fr'u.:.

“ erets members "h'l.tln-g
] 300w inlervals



-E-

The board top should be secured to the framework using nalls
and some glue,

If you are building a permanent lay-=out = in the loft for
instance = you can make the baseboard units larger, btut always
make sure that you never leave more than 300 mm, between the
cross-members,

The best way t0 join your units together is to use metal

Ihp-l:m:h hinges ing the pins with new longer omes.
These pins can -hilr be removed for dismantling,
There are many different ways of the baseboard,

The legs in all cases should be made of 50 x 50 mm, planed timber.
FIGURE 2 shows the beat way to support a persanent lay-out on a
wall uiunnllhttmmﬁlﬁﬂ:ﬁﬂ-.:mﬂlu, half
:u.'l.ni to the frame and braced with angle iroms top and beottom,

«PIGURE 2
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Have a look at a trestle table to see how to bulld a
satisfactory support for a free-standing lay-out. Always
remember that you must be able to reach every part of the
table=top ﬂth ease - and be able to lean against it without
the whole lot collapsing on the floor! The "Blue Peter®
lu tmlhnllmthlﬂdﬂtud!ﬂ find this idea

oopﬁ,‘ You will find detai instructions
Inrlll.kinsl.l nfnrhnhurdltthe end of this leaflet,



TRACK=-LAYTING AND WIRING

There are two basic forms of track - the Hornby standard track
gizes and lemgths and the flexible track which you puy in metre
lengths and then bend to shape, We suggest that as you normally

et standard lemgths of track in a Hormby train set, you start
Eul.ld_ln.g your lay-out us additional lengths of this track,
Hornby are now producing flexible track that matches their
System 6 track amd you could use this to Join any awkward sized
gaps in your lay=out, A.g_.:g the best advice we can give you is
to follow the maker's ins ’Eiﬂ'll.

The next stage is to plan and lay your track on the baseboard,
Nobedy can tell you which track plan to adept, as it depends em
the s nlrdlihn!'ynurcﬂpllteﬂhnburamdnthuumtﬂ
track you can afford! If you are building in a left or cellar,

can start with a s ewﬂmdogandtmthnﬂ,ntngmn

eboard units and track as you need them, In a bedroem, you
could, perhaps, have a small permanent lay-out in ome cormer of the
room and then, dur the holidays, put up more baseboard units
round the on ch you can lay eut a bramnch line,

You will be able to pin your track down quite easily on the
fSundeala®™ or wood-fibre tion board. Ask at your local
model shop for track pims = about 25p buys a packet of 100, Pinning
is the best methed of fixing and 1f you also use a foam rubber
underlay, your trains will vel amoothly over the rails, If
you have to take the track up, either to dismantle the lay-out or
to re-design your original Eﬂl, it is very easy just to pull up
the pins and start sgain,

. When the time comes for you te do the wiring on your lay-out,
wa can gﬂ you ne better advice than to follow, VERY CAREFULLY,
the ins tions given with yvour transformer and train set,

Transformers are all fitted with eut=out devices which make

it almost impossible to damage any electrical medel seriously
but 1f a motor does emit a loud buzzing, switch off immediate
"Rallway

at the and ALWAYS unp BEFORE . A
Modeller You How' Boecklet™ called "Wiring the Lay-Out®
glves a great deal of helpful informatiom,

DONYTS

1., DON'T over oil - this 1s the main cause of faults to engines,

2, DON'T take the motor te pleces, If the problem seems
insurmountable, take the to t{:ur nearest dealer, but if
it seems to be a bit alow, follow instructions given for

cleaning in your Manual,



SCENERY CONSTRUCTION

The first step te take in making your "train set" into a "model
rallway® is to paint the baseboard - a matt green underceat over
the whole area iz very effective, The area around the tracks
themselves should be given a light pasting (wallpepér paste is ideal)
and sprinkled with a ballast, You can buy bags of cork eB
from your tey or model shop, When the ballast has dried into the
paste, brush off any surplus, Be very careful not to get any paste
on the track - if you do, clean it off immediately,

You cen buy lengths of trackside fencing or can make
own using matchsticks and cottonm, Push the matchsticks into holes
drilled inte the insulation board, If baseboard has to be
taken down, remember that you will have have breaks in the
fencing at the baseboard unit Joins.

If your basebeard is a permanent one, 1t 15 a relatively
simple matter to landscape your model, To build a small hill you
will need some boxes - the sort that your extra geods wagons and
garriages are packed in are ideal, Stick them down with the
larger ones in the middle = don't worry too much about the shape,
Join the tops of the. boxes together with strips of card and stick
them dewn, FIGURE 3.

PIGURE 3

Cover the whole mound with a layer of crumpled newspaper and
then with old uluthsurng, You then have to cover the whole
area with a thin layer of Polyfilla, Mix the Pelyfilla, according
to the instructions on the packet, in an old bowl and then spoon
t over the cloth, Let it run down the sides of the hill and fill

nocks and crannies, When it has dried out thoroughly, you can
Pl.l.'!t 11»'-1-

For a furrowed field effect, carve and mould the drying
Polyfilla, You can alse carve the plaster to give a quarry-like
look to a cliff face,

If your beard is portable, this will mnecessarily limit the
amount of this type of scenery, but it is pessible to build small
"pertable hills" on odd scraps of insulatiom board which can be
moved to any position,

When build scen it is important to remember not to
any part of thaintgauk :ln':rmtuihln or difficult to reach, Do ::i:

care not to get any Polyfilla on the track,

T
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TREES

Trees can be bought, but here are two methods for making your own.

- E,;m:r st Together wires of dufierent Thictmess.
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edges can be made from lichem or & of dyed foam rubber,
To uh {on.r fields more realistic, spr e them with dyed sawdust -
nbhhmﬁ tﬁ-n your local model shep - while the green base paint
is = wet,

BUILDINGS

You can either make your own model houses or buy kits - the
Supe ck range are very realistic and are much cheaper than the
P ¢ kits, They can be obtained from your lecal shep,

You can also make your own buildings from empty packets and
boxes and the following diagrems show you how to make a farmhouse
and Wthﬂﬂhﬂl;



BUILDINGS
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Wing is _oined on with brown paper fape.



This is made in the same way as the 'hills' on the basic
ley=out, On a base of cardboard, arrange a cardboard foundatiom
to form the shape of a mountain and tumnel, The moumtain can be

any shape and size ;ou like and the slopes are a criss-cross
network of brown sticky tape, Make sure that the turmel is big
snough for the coaches to go through if your tumnmel is going to
be on & bemd, Also make quite certain that 1t 1s large enough
to get your hand inside so that if a train comes off the rails,
you can get it out! Complete the tunnel in the same way as you
did for the hills, Just befere the Polyfilla sets completely,
you can stick in some small trees, When the Folyfilla is
mnmﬂl{hgn, cut the cardboard base still showing, arcund the
edges of mountain and under the tunnel se that you can place
it straight on to your track, Paint the whole model with pester,
emilsion or underceat paint,

Covrvanled . .
Peper _ 4 bmwn s‘h‘dw
peper



THE "ELUE PETER"™ LAY-OUT

This lay-out was built especially for us and because 1t gets
moved around the television studios quite often, the baseboard is
made out of wery heavy timber and the whole model takes eight men

to carry it} ;

The track we use iz Peco "00" brass Flexible Streamline which
we bought in metre lengths, It is, therefore, impessible to give
;:u an exact eguivalent number of Hornby stralghts and curves,

laid the track on foam underlay, which you can buy in packets
of two, each piece being two ln'hrnl in length, Our engines and
rolling stock are all made by and Wrenn with one notable
exception - No,532 Blue Peter, 5 locomotive was bulilt
especlally for the programme, The real Blue Peter locomotive ia
owned by the Blue Peter Locemotive Soclety and is on display at
the Dinting Railway Centre, Dinting, Glossop, Derbyshire,

We use "Scaleapeed" Controllers which give us a great deal of
control over our locomotives; Flelischmann switches to isolate
various sections of the track amd Graham Farrish Liveway Points,
There is also a Hornby turntable which we have sunk into the
baseboard and an elevated section le to the "Elue Peter"
suspemsion bridge., You can buy different u of brid
and viaducts from youir local stockist, The station was buil fﬂ.
Superquick Kits - the Country Station Kit, the Island Platform EKit
and the Island Platform Bulildings Eit,

On the next page you will see a track plan of our lay-out -
the Key to the plan is below:-

KEY

E CONTROLLER

FEED POINTS
— EMEANKMENT TO BRIDGE
—— INSULATED SECTION

STATION PLATFORM







- 10 -

THE "BLUE PETER"™ BASEBCARD WITH A HOLE IN THE MIDDLE

Space is the biggest problem for most model rai enthusiasts,
tut a folding table can make a permanent lay-out posszible,

ﬂﬁu 1 ahows the board with scenery and track firmly fixed to
it, in red position with the supporting legs down, When
the 'hglrg!i: in this positien, the lifting rope can be stowed away
out of & :

F g 2 is the plan of the underside of the board, It is
made up ujrﬁ two lengths of 2.4 x ,6 metres blockbeard 25 mm thick
and two pleces 600 x 600 mm, The jJoints are made from 50 x 25 mm
timber. Remember that the legs must be exactly the same
as the height of the supporting shelf, otherwise the table not
be level when lowered, The hole in the centre of the board is wvery
essential as it allows even & very short person to reach any part
of the lay-out wery easlily, '

The m.:qppnrt:l.ng shelf has a considerable amount of weight to
carry and must be fitted very firmly to the wall and s

by shelf brackets (figure 3) The shelf brackets should mot be
more than 600 mm, a . .

The width of shelf which is also made of 25 mm blockboard,
depends on the height of the buildi and scenery, A good working
width is 300 mm, Remember to keep shelf empty otherwise the
scenery at the back will be crushed when you raise the board,

The supporting legs are hinged for folding on the ocutside edge
of the board (see %q_q__l}. A ¥nee-joint is then screwed on to
brace the legs in The downward position (see figure &)

- The hoisting gear is guite simple and the double or si
blocks, depending em the weight of the table, can be obtal from
good hardware shops or sailing shops, The rope should be as strong
as a good clothes line and you will need 5.5 metres for a single
bleck or 11 metres for a double block,

Cne end of the hoisting rope is hooked om to the centre of the
outer edge of the board, then runs up to the celling as shown
in £ 1, Depending on the width of the board there are two
wAYS O ting the steop and upper bleck, showa the stop
fitted directly to the ceiling, F [ e stop fixed to
the wall in a high cellinged reom, th cases the stop must be
the same width as the rting shelf, Finally, a cleat is fitted
to ome end of the supp iﬂlhﬂlﬂﬂltﬂﬂﬂiﬂﬂ&ﬂpﬂﬁmh&
tied off securely when the board is raised,

The dimensions of the board as shown in fi e 2 are for a
medium sized room., Obviocualy the size of the can be varied
considerably to fit any room,

One important point to remember is that all track, bulldings
and scenery must be ascrewed down firmly and they must mot be more
than 300 mm high, Another point i1s that all rolling steck,
lmuzil:iﬂs and vehicles must be taken off the board before it is,
rals ¥
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