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The majority of 
people in the 
UK are worried 
about climate 
change

IPSOS JULY 2023



Most think we 
are already 
feeling the 
effects of 
climate change

IPSOS JULY 2023



The majority 
don’t think its 
too late for 
action

YOUGOV SEPT 2022

7%

11%

57%

25%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Don't know

Neither

Trying to prevent major climate change

Preparing for a world that has experienced major

climate change

What should be prioritised at the present time?
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There is a gap 
between 
peoples 
perception of 
the challenge 
and willingness 
to change 
lifestyle

FORESIGHT FACTORY 2023

Which environmentally responsible behaviour(s), if any, 
would you be willing to do? 

Stop
consuming

animal products
Avoid 
flying

6% 8%

Become 
flexitarian/ 

vegetarian/vegan

5%

YOUGOV OCT 2023



The cost of 
living crisis is 
currently at the 
forefront of 
people’s minds 
ahead of 
environmental 
issues

IPSOS SEPT 2023



There will still 
be moments in 
time when 
climate change 
comes to the 
fore – News 
coverage is a 
key driver of 
concern

IPSOS SEPT 2023



The public are 
split on 
whether now is 
the right time 
to invest in 
climate change

IPSOS APRIL 2023



How can we re engage the public with climate change
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Debunk the 
conversation

Cut through 
division

Positivity 
and 

practicality
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3

2

3

7

57

28

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Don't know

I don't really understand because it isn't relevant

to me

I don't really understand because it is too

complex

I don't really understand but I would like to know

more

I have a broad understanding, but I don't know

the detail

I already have a good understanding

Q:  Which statement best describes your current understanding about environmental issues? (%)

Most of us have a 
surface level 
understanding of 
environmental 
issues

BBC COMMISSIONED RESEARCH JULY 2023
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Globally, people 
generally lack 
understanding of  
what has the 
biggest 
contribution to 
global warming

IPSOS APRIL 2023



12

There is a gap 
between what 
people think
reduces carbon 
emissions, and 
what actual
changes will 
have the 
biggest impact

IPSOS APRIL 2023

2%

5%

12%

14%

16%

18%

20%

21%

23%

23%

24%

32%

38%

Having smaller living spaces/ or co-…

Not having pets

Fuel efficient driving practices (e.g.…

Having a vegan diet

Shift to public transport

Growing or producing your own food

Buying fewer items, or more durable…

Living car free

Refurbish/ renovate house for efficiency

More energy efficient cooking…

Less packaging

Recycling

Switching to  renewable electricty

GBR

4

60

38

9

23

1

6

46

5

7

34

25

31

Great Britain average
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We need to 
debunk 
industry terms 
to drive deeper 
understanding 

88

79

79

64

63

61

58

57

48

44

10

17

17

30

30

33

36

36

46

47

Climate change

Carbon footprint

Sustainable living

Net zero

Limiting warming to 1.5 degrees

Environmental targets and policy

Green jobs

Sustainable infrastructure

Regenerative farming or agriculture

COP28

Well Not Well

Q:  How well would you say you understand what the following words or phrases mean? (%)

BBC COMMISSIONED RESEARCH JULY 2023
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Debunk the 
conversation

Cut through 
division

Positivity 
and 

practicality
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Climate 
activism can 
put a spotlight 
on divisive 
attitudes 
around 
climate 
change 

FORESIGHT FACTORY 2023



16

Political 
announcements 
on the 
environment 
also put 
opposing 
opinions in the 
UK at the heart 
of the 
conversation

IPSOS SEPT 2023
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Across the 
board, it is still 
the minority 
view that we 
should 
abandon the 
target of 
reaching Net 
Zero by 2050

80%

10%

4%

7%

19%

61%

58%

12%

2%

29%

39%

19%

65%

15%

3%

17%

27%

38%

NET Keep target of Net Zero by 2050

Don't know

Something else

The government should delay or drop some climate

change plans, and abandon the target of reaching Net

Zero by 2050

The government should delay or drop some climate

change plans in the short term, but keep the target of

reaching Net Zero by 2050

The government should keep all current climate plans,

and keep the target of reaching Net Zero by 2050

All Adults Conservative Labour

Which of the following comes closest to your view?

YOUGOV SEPT 2023
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When it comes 
to personal 
action there is 
less of a divide 
in society than 
we might 
think

KINGS COLLEGE LONDON RESEARCH AUG 2021
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We hold 
misconceptions 
about who is 
willing to make 
lifestyle 
changes for the 
benefit of the 
climate

KINGS COLLEGE LONDON RESEARCH AUG 2021
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Across the 
board, the 
public agree 
that 
Governments, 
businesses, the 
media and 
people should 
do more to 
protect the 
environment

65

64

60

53

42

38

19

17

20

28

26

37
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6

8
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1

1
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1

3

1

1
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2

1

3

1

9

10

8

10

14

9

Global corporations

International Goverments

The UK government

UK businesses

The UK media

Ordinary people who live in the UK

Should do a lot more Should do a little more Should continue as they are

Should do a little less Should do a lot less Don't know

Q:  Thinking mainly about how things might change in the UK, do you think any of 
these groups below should do more, less, or the same as they do at the moment –
around protecting the environment and transitioning to a more sustainable world?

BBC COMMISSIONED RESEARCH JULY 2023
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Debunk the 
conversation

Cut through 
division

Positivity 
and 

practicality



As a nation we are 
struggling to cope 
with a relentless 
news agenda

41%
OF UK ADULTS ACTIVELY TRY AND 

AVOID THE NEWS

REUTERS DNR 2023



“Turning my back on news is 
the only way I feel I can cope 

sometimes.  I have to 
consciously make the effort to 
turn away for the sake of my 

own mental health”
F 42, UK

“I try to avoid stories relating to 
the UK economy currently as it 
is just depressing.  I’m probably 

choosing to read more light-
hearted stories than I used to at 

the moment”
M 51, UK

REUTERS DNR 2023
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YOUGOV NOV 2023

25%

56%

19%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Don't know

We will not be able to make the changes

required

We will be able to make the changes required

Q. Will humanity be able to make the changes required for climate change?

With so much 
negativity, the 
challenge of 
climate change 
can feel 
overwhelming
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TV has a clear 
role to play in 
helping the 
public to 
confront and  
understand 
climate change

KINGS COLLEGE LONDON RESEARCH JAN 2022 BBC COMMISSIONED RESEARCH JULY 2023
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The country is 
most interested in 
positive, practical 
and empowering 
tips that they can 
apply in their 
daily lives – as 
well as 
understanding 
how governments 
are responding

21

22

23

24

26

27

28

28

28

30

34

Deforestation

Information about air pollution levels

Infoon the current effects of climate change

Information about scientists' research and predictions

for climate change

Rare and endangered species and threatened

ecosystems

None of the above/ Don't know

Info on how businesses and the economy are

becoming more sustainable

Information about the role nature can play in keeping

us and our planet healthy

Positive stories about the environment and

preventing climate change

Government responses to limiting climate change

How you personally can make changes to your day to

day living that would benefit the environment

Q. Which of the following, if any, would you like to know more about?
(%)

BBC COMMISSIONED RESEARCH JULY 2023
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Debunk the 
conversation

Cut through 
division

Positivity 
and 

practicality



THANK YOU


